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The Fierce Green Fire
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program
Students and faculty
were introduced to
the red wolf by way
of a documentary
and discussion with
guest speaker
Christian Hunt from
Defenders of
Wildlife.

Volume 7, Issue 18
Dr. Ferguson co-authors article in
Nature Scientific Reports:
“Widespread platinum anomaly
Not many people know it, but the
documented at the Younger Dryas
onset in North American sedimentary South, a region apart in this as in so
sequences”
much else, has its own wolf. When

Red Wolf Revival Talk by Dr. Peter Brewitt

http://www.nature.com/articles/srep44031

This study documents elevated levels of platinum in
sediments from 11 widely separated archaeological
sites across North America which all date to around
12,800 years ago (above). Previous research,
conducted as a part of the Greenland Ice Sheet Project
2 (GISP2), reported elevated platinum in ice core
samples of the same age, at the onset of a 1000-year
climatic episode known as the Younger Dryas (YD). It
occurred after temperatures had risen to near presentday levels near the end of the last ice age, then plunged
abruptly back to ice age levels.
The evidence from both studies supports the
hypothesis that a cosmic impact, possibly a comet or
meteorite impact, occurred in northern North America
introducing a large amount of Pt-rich dust that
persisted in the atmosphere for a couple of decades.
The YD impact hypothesis has proposed not only that a
causal link exists between a cosmic impact event and
the onset of the YD climate cooling episode, but that
the impact also caused a peak in continental-scale
biomass burning, extinction of more than 35 genera of
North American Pleistocene megafauna, and the
demise of the Paleoindian Clovis culture.

Europeans first reached the region we
now call the Carolinas, the woods and
meadows were prowled by Canis rufus,
the red wolf, an 80-pound canid found in
the southeastern quadrant of the United
States and nowhere else. Of course the
settlers started killing them as fast as
they could. Eventually the wolf went
extinct in the wild, but was reintroduced
in the far east of North Carolina in 1987.
But it made some enemies, as seems to
happen to wolves, and now the 40 or so
wild red wolves are in trouble.
We got to hear about it all in Olin
Theater on Wednesday night when
Christian Hunt, of the NGO Defenders of
Wildlife, hosted a documentary, Red Wolf
Revival, and led a discussion on the wolf.
The story was fascinating, emotional,
and scientifically and politically
complex. Hunt discussed the
management challenges of wolves, from
cultural hate to coyote hybridization,
and had some pretty direct criticism for
the Fish and Wildlife Service. Students
had some great questions and were

engaged and energized. It was a great
way to kick off our Week of
Controversial Canines – see you for the
Coyote Conversation next week.
We invite everyone to join us next
Thursday as we host two events in
conjunction with our Week of Controversial
Canines.
At 11:00am in RMSC 121, we welcome
John Kilgo ’89, a research wildlife biologist
with the U.S. Forest Service Southern
Research Station, who will talk about
“Coyote Research on the Savannah River
Site.”
At 7:00pm in Leonard Auditorium, we
host the Tyson Family Lecture on the
Preservation and Restoration of Southern
Ecosystems. Our speakers, Dan Flores
(author of Coyote America) and our own
John Lane ’77 (Coyote Settles the South),
will discuss one of the most current topics in
wildlife management, “Coyote: A
Conversation About One of America’s Most
Resilient Mammals.”
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Upcoming Events and Opportunities
March 20th-22nd

March 23rd
11:00am
Milliken 121

March 23rd
7:00pm
Leonard Auditorium

March 25th
9:00am-2:00pm
Rain or shine

*These count toward your two required
extracurricular events for the semester.

Medication Take-Back: Do you have old medications that you are not taking any more?
Didn't finish a prescription? Do not throw them in the trash or put them into the water
supply! Locations for safe disposal: 11:00am-1:00pm – Burwell, Zach’s, the Galleria; 9:00am12:00pm and 1:00-3:00pm in the Wellness Center. Sponsored by the Mental Health Advisory
Board
“Coyote Research on the Savannah River Site”*: John Kilgo ’89 is a research wildlife
biologist with the US Forest Service Southern Research Station’s Center for Forest
Watershed Research in Aiken, SC. Since 2005, he has studied the ecology of coyotes
and their effects on Southeastern ecosystems, particularly deer populations; for the past
three years he has also been studying wild pigs.
5th Annual Tyson Family Lecture*: Featuring “Coyote: A Conversation between Dan Flores
& John Lane About One of America’s Most Resilient Mammals.” Dan Flores (Coyote
America) and Wofford's own John Lane (Coyote Settles the South) will discuss the
increasing presence of this meso-predator among us.
9th Annual Spartanburg County Household Hazardous
Waste Collection & Rain Barrel Sale: Spartanburg
County residents may bring hazardous materials to the
Spartanburg County Administration Building, 366 N.
Church Street (enter from Magnolia Street). See
website www.spartanburgcounty.org/166/Recyclying for lists
of acceptable and unacceptable items or visit their
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/RecycleSpartanburg

A WEEK OF

Controversial
Canines
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15
OLIN THEATER • 7 P.M.

Film showing: “Red Wolf Revival”

Discussion to follow by Christian Hunt from Defenders of Wildlife.

THURSDAY, MARCH 23
ROGER MILLIKEN SCIENCE CENTER ROOM 121 • 11 A.M.

Speaker: John Kilgo ’89

“Coyote Research on the Savannah River Site”

March 28th
7:00pm
Olin 101

“Counter-intuitive Public Policy: Federal Oversight of New
Chemicals”*: Warren Muir, retired from the National
Academy of Sciences, will discuss the new chemical
review provisions that are now part of the Toxic
Substances Control Act. This lecture is co-hosted by
the Environmental Studies and Chemistry departments.

THURSDAY, MARCH 23
LEONARD AUDITORIUM • 7 P.M.

The Tyson Family Lecture

“Coyote: A Conversation between Dan Flores & John Lane ’77 about
One of America’s Most Resilient Mammals”
The Tyson Family Lecture on the Preservation and Restoration of Southern Ecosystems,
established in 2012 by Dr. George Tyson ’72, within the purview of the Environmental
Studies program, is an annual lectureship devoted to issues related to the preservation,
restoration and sustainability of Southern ecosystems. The speakers reflect the entire range
of the multi-disciplinary approach of environmental studies and may include individuals
from academia, business, industry, government, the arts or the nonprofit sector.

All events are free and open to the public.

Check out our posters displayed across
campus for more details

PROFILE OF THE WEEK:
University of Utah – Environmental Humanities
The environmental humanities program at The
University of Utah is a 2-year post baccalaureate
degree concentrating on the humanities perspective
and how it intersects with and influences public
policy, scientific, legal, industrial, and corporate
concerns.
The university offers a unique opportunity to use
this western landscape for field study and research at
their Taft-Nicholson Center in Salt Lake City. Their
mission is to bridge the arts and humanities with the
sciences while promoting environmental awareness
and personal connections in nature.

Both MA and MS degrees are available. The
MA requires an approved language component
and the MS requires three research methods
courses.
The three options for completing this degree
include a thesis, project, or non-thesis with varying
requirements for course work hours.
For more information on the program:
http://environmental-humanities.utah.edu/

